XX. ^he Charadiers of ^wo Species of O'xalis, By Bjchard Anthony 

Sal'ijhu^y Efi, F. S- and F, L, S,. . 
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I N making a catalogue of the plants iii my garden^ having had- 
lately occafion to inveftigate feveral . O . the refult of my 

enquiries refpefting two fpecies,. which many botanifts have- 
thought only varieties, may poflibly be latere fling enough, to be¬ 
laid before the Linnean Society,. 


OXALIS AMBIGUA. Tab; 23., f. 4. 


O.. caule repente; foliis 3-natis; petiolis femiteretibus^ exflpulatis;; 

laminis emarginatis; corolla: laciniis obovatis-integerrimis : 
altitudine filamentorum longiorum„^^/////j. 

Oxalis corniculata. Berg, Phyt, v, 2. p, ij, cum Tc. Oxalis comi- 
culata. Muller^ in FI. Dan, fafe, ig, p. ^ f 873. Oxalis flritSla;. 

L l.inn.Sp. PL cd. 2. p. 624. Oxys lutea americana. DdL. Horti. 

^ E/tL p. 299, t. 22T.. f. 4. ' 
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THOUGH the primary flems of this plant in fome de¬ 
gree anfwcr to the definition which Linne has given of the term 

/Iricfusj 
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JlrlSlus^ yet the branches, which break out near the root, are con- 
flantly creeping, as in the following— There is, however, even in 
this refpect, an obvious difference between them to the eye, but 
it is not eafy to be concifcly exprclTed in botanic language; and 
fortunately there is no nccelFity to have recourfe to it for a fpe- 
cihe chara; 5 ler. 

^ % 

ox A LIS PUSILLA. Tab. ,23. f. 5. 

% 

O. caule repentc: foliis 3-natis; petiolis ieretiufculis^bqfiJlipulatis; la- 

minis emarginatis: corollae laciniis obcwte'^ormlbus^ apice erofulis : 
ftylis vix altitudine filamentorum longiorum, fafligiatis. 

Oxalis corniculata. Linn. Sp. PL ed. 2. p. 623. Trifolium acc- 

tofum corniculatum. Bauh. Pin. p. 330, Oxys flavo florc. 
Cluf. Hijl. PI. lib. 6. p. 248. cu?n Ic, 
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THE older botanifls, regarding this plant as a fpecies of LrifoUuniy 
gave it the fpecific epithet of corniculatum^ from the figure of the 
feed-vefiel, which in the prefent improved flate of the fcience is 
very indefinite, being equally applicable to the whole genus. 
Above are all the fynonyms I dare at prefent fay certainly belong 
to it. It is perennial, but liable to be deflroyed by feverc froft, and 
always of much dwarfer growth than the former. I received the 
feeds- of it from Spain, and it is alfo found wild occafionally in De~ 
vonptre; a certain proof of the mildnefs of that climate, where many 
other fouthern plants occur, fuch as Pinguicula luftanica^ Sibihorpia 
europaa, Lobelia urens, and Erica vagans. This circumftance, together 
with that of the Arbutus Uedo and Andromeda Dabeocii^ W'hich laft 
grows alfo in Leneriffe^ being found wild in Irelandy feems to 
ftrengthen the conjecture, that fome violent- concuflion of the 
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globe has formerly removed, thefe plants from warmer latitudes*. 
The foil in which the above-mentioned plants feverally are 
found, and the ftruflure of their feeds,, render it exceeding im¬ 
probable that the fea Ihould have tranfported them* Ten fu¬ 
ture geologifls, who. may have other data to afeertain: fo very 
doubtful a matter, poflibly the fa£ts recorded by the. humble 
botanifts of the prefent age may be of no fmall confequence^ and' 
ferve, among many others, to refeue their labours from that re¬ 
proach of inutility which is„too..often thrown upon.them by tlxofa 
who are foohflv 
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